CHAPTER VI

DIRECTOR OF NATIONAL SERVICE

BY the end of 1916 the nations of the world
were locked in Herculean struggle. But vast
as was the arena of war and numerous as were
the side-shows being enacted upon it, the passage
of the war-laden months went to show more and
more clearly that the issue depended on the great
central struggle between Germany and the forces
of the British Empire. By the end of 1916 French
man power, which had borne the major brunt of
initial conflict, was on the wane: the great Russian
steam roller, of which so much had been hoped
in 1914, was showing signs of going into reverse:
the smaller Allies were exhausted by their efforts,
and the adhesion to the Allied cause of the great
power of the United States lay still in the future. It
was a black hour for the forces of freedom.

Great victories had been won both by sea and air,
and heroic deeds of valour had been added to the
crowded annals of our country's history. The British
citizen soldiery, fortified by that small and wonderful
nucleus of regular soldiery and cradled in generations
of freedom and right breeding, were proving them-
selves fully a match for the trained and conscript
hordes of Central Europe. But a war in modern
times is not fought solely on the field of battle, nor
can it be decided by valour and military competence
alone. Modern warfare is a total struggle of the
mobilized forces of one nation or group of nations
against another. This was a fact appreciated in
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